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most regular and orthodox collections and contains nothing
heretical, though sometimes an heretical preface was tacked on
to it.
The Duke of Lancaster, ever ready to fish in troubled waters,
appeared as a sort of patron of the movement, but when Wycliffe,
a little before the Peasants' Revolt, began to play with obvious
heresy, especially in the matter of the Real Presence, this pat-
ronage was withdrawn. Wycliffe himself made a declaration on
the subject which was called his recantation, but which, in
confused language, partly reiterated his views. He was not
troubled by personal persecution, and died in peace on the last
day of 1384. His movement lingered on in the shape of what
was called Lollardry—no very fixed or definable heresy, but a
spirit of religious enthusiasm accompanied by the singing of
psalms and a general antagonism to the official Church. It had
no long life, and during the course of the next century dis-
appeared; nor had it any effect upon the later Reformation,
with which it is sometimes erroneously connected.
Young Richard affirms his Power, Richard of Bordeaux
in that same year, 1384, passed his seventeenth birthday and
prepared to affirm his power. His suspicion of Lancaster's
designs grew stronger, and those designs had a growing founda-
tion in die absence of an heir. The lad had been married to a
princess of Bohemia, but he had had no son. John of Gaunt
was still heir-presumptive, and had, as we have seen, a son of
Richard's own age to succeed him; but Richard met this
potential conspiracy against him by a bold stroke. At the end
of the year 1385, after a great raid into Scotland during which he
had reason to suspect Lancaster of treason, the King named
Roger Mortimer, Earl of March, his heir. Roger Mortimer was
the descendant of that Mortimer who had been, at the beginning
of the century, the lover of Queen Isabella. And his claim to be
heir to England arose thus (see table at p. 225).
There had been a son of Edward Ill's, Lionel, Duke of
Clarence, younger than the Black Prince but older than John of
Gaunt. This prince was dead, and had only left a daughter and
heiress, Philippa, but she, as being the daughter of the elder
son, could transmit the claim to the crown with better right
tliait Lancaster, the younger brother. She married Edmund
Mortimer, the great-grandson of that Mortimer who had been
line iowr of Queen Isabella, and their child was this Roger

